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scaly   skin,  and  have, moreover, the power  of
breathing fire at will."

" That is easily put to the test." No sooner had
Pe-lung uttered these words than he faded, and in
his place appeared a formidable monster possessing
all the terror-inspiring characteristics of his kind.
Yet in spite of his tree-like eyebrows, fiercely-
moving whiskers and fire-breathing jaws, his voice
was mild and pacific as he continued: "What
further proof can be reqiiired? Assuredly, the
self-opinionated spirit in which you conduct your
quest will bring you no nearer to a desired end."

"Yet this will!" exclaimed Chang Tao, and
suddenly drawing his reliable sword he drove it"
through the middle part of the dragon's body. So
expertly was the thrust weighted that the point
of the weapon protruded on the other side and
scarred the earth. Instead of falling lifeless to
the ground, however, the Being continued to
regard its assailant with benignant composure,
whereupon the youth withdrew the blade and
drove it through again, five or six times more.
As this produced no effect beyond rendering the
edge of the weapon unfit for further use, and al-%
most paralysing the sinews of his own right arm,
Chang Tao threw away the sword and sat down
in the road in order to recall his breath. When he
raised his head again the dragon had disappeared
and Pe-lung stood there as before.

"Fortunately it is possible to take a broad-
minded view of your uncourteous action, owing
to your sense of the fitnesses being for the time
in abeyance through allegiance to so engaging
a maiden as Melodious Vision," said Pe-lung in
a. voice not devoid of reproach, " Had you but
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